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BEEKEEPING BEGINNERS DAY   -      02 MARCH 2013
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PATTERSON IN PRINT

Those of you who went to the Keith Delaplane lecture in Petworth witnessed one of the best lectures I have heard 
for a long time. The theory of a colony of bees as a super-organism has been around for some time and is gaining 
ground amongst the more progressive beekeepers. I get to hear quite a lot of lectures and unfortunately many are 
given by people with little experience who tell you what others know, not what they know, but Keith Delaplane 
is one of the world’s leading bee researchers who is a beekeeper himself – many aren’t. There were several non-
beekeepers who attended and all I spoke to say the lecture was easy to understand and follow. Quite often overseas 
speakers are very disappointing as their topics aren’t always relevant, but this one was and it was delivered with a 
fair amount of humour. I did notice Keith mention they were having problems with queens not living very long 
– there are still some here who are saying there is no problem! I was pleased that 50% of the audience were from 
WG, I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. Congratulations to West Sussex BKA for organising such an event. It 
was so good I listened to it again at the National Honey Show, but it only drew 2 questions-at Petworth there were 
many more.

There are opportunities coming up before next season for purchasing equipment at reduced prices, most notably 
the BBKA Spring Convention. I know it will be held in Shropshire, but in my opinion it will be worth the effort. 
Can I suggest that members look at acquiring a few additions for spares. Hive tools can easily be lost or misplaced 
and at around a tenner it is worth having a spare. Many beekeepers only have one set of protective equipment, but 
veils can get torn or damaged and a spare is always handy. It will also give you something to lend someone who 
may want to look inside your hives. At the NHS Thorne’s had some rapid feeders on special offer, down from £9.99 
to £7.50. These are online as the “English Feeder”, are plastic with 6 litre capacity. They will fit under a National 
roof and have a good capacity. They can be refilled without needing to use smoke or wear protection. If you see 
them on offer again they are very good value. We have bought some for the apiary as they will be easier to use than 
the contact feeders.

I have always been in favour of all beekeepers having two colonies so one can help the other out if there is a prob-
lem, but with increasing problems I’m beginning to think three may not be a bad idea, so extra hive parts may be 
useful. They can be made up when you have an odd moment or wait until we have a hive making day.
As many of you know I’m not a fan of porter bee escapes, favouring the type where there are no moving parts. 
Mine are home made and drawings can be found on Dave Cushman’s website www.dave-cushman.net, but 
Thorne’s are selling two different escapes known as the “rhombus” and “8 way” that can be fixed on a crownboard 
that will do the same job. Tom recently bought one of each for demonstration purposes so they can be seen at the 
apiary, but it is an easy winter job making your own clearer boards and well worth the small amount of effort.
I mentioned protective equipment earlier and it reminded me that this summer at the apiary a number of bee-
keepers had bees get inside suits and veils. When you are in a group someone else can easily take over, but this 
may not be the case at home. Can I suggest you all look at your clothing and see if any repairs are needed ready for 
next year.

I have attended two of the three days of the NHS so far, with one to go. This used to be a one day show, but has 
now gone into the third day. The format is good although the competitive classes are a shadow of what they were. 
There was only one exhibitor from Wisborough Green and that is probably the lowest since I have been involved. 
Those of you who have made some unkind comments about the age and condition of my car will have to prepare 
yourselves for seeing it a bit more. Without much difficulty it got through the MoT. It has also just cleared 200,000 
miles. On Nov 3rd its owner will be the same age as Mike Bunyan.

Roger



ANNUAL SUPPER

We gave details of the supper in last months Newsletter. Places are being filled fast and as there is a ceiling to the number of 
people that the hall can accommodate, it is wise to book early!

 I am happy to take provisional bookings by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com which will be valid for 5 days to 
allow time for you to send your payment. Also please indicate if you will provide a salad or a pudding.

Traditionally, cooked meats are provided by some of those attending, and if you are able to undertake the roasting of a 
chicken etc, please let Daisy know wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk. The cost of the meat is of course reimbursed by the 
Association, so please keep the receipt.

If you have not attended a previous supper, or are a new member, please do come along. This is a very informal event with 
good food, wine and the company of friends in abundance!

John

WINTER EVENING MEETINGS 2012

All meetings commence 7.30pm in the Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy 
Lane, Loxwood, RH14 0SQ. Email me  glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 
for directions if needed.

November 15th - Mike Edwards BSc. FRES
Mike is an ecologist specialising in life-histories of and habitat management for both plants and insects. He has a wide 
experience accumulated over more than thirty years covering a broad range of habitats: heathland, grassland, wetland and 
ancient woodland. 
Tonight he will talk about the fascinating world of insects and in particular those that compete with the honey bee for nectar 
and pollen.

December 6th – Roger Patterson
“A Little bit of Beekeeping in Switzerland”.
This talk will give a little information on the methods of beekeeping in the German speaking area of Switzerland. This was 
gained in a short stay in September 2012.
If time permits, this will be followed by a practical session explaining the method of use and the calibration of 
refractometers.

The December meeting traditionally concludes with Mince Pies, but this year, please endeavour to make and bring with you 
a cake or biscuits, or anything else containing honey.  Roger is very hopeful that somebody will do honey sausage rolls! If you 
are stuck for a recipe, see Roger’s website http://www.honeyrecipes.org.uk/index.html



CONGRATULATIONS DIANA !!

Unable to attend the National Honey Show, I was browsing through the results posted on their website (www.honey-
show.co.uk) on Sunday morning. I had received a tip-off that there may be something interesting there.  And there 
was!

Bear in mind that this is the annual show for the whole of the British Isles (and for some classes entries are invited 
from all over the world.  There are also some classes specifically for entrants from Sussex (the whole county, East and 
West).  The Sussex classes usually draw very few entries, particularly from West Sussex, which is a shame; maybe we 
are all a bit intimidated by the ‘National’ element.  However, I was delighted to see, in class 164, naturally crystallised 
honey, 1st prize – our very own Diana Briault.

Glancing back up through the main UK classes it is noticeable that there are a few names that recur frequently – 
these are the keen show people. But there amongst them, class 75, naturally crystallised honey, gift class, 2nd – Di-
ana Briault again.  Looking further I reached class 17, the main crystallised honey class for the British Isles. Who 
had first prize?  You’ve guessed it – Diana Briault.

Congratulations, Diana.  You took on the world (or at least the British Isles) and won!  Maybe it will encourage more 
Wisborough Green (and West Sussex) members to have a go in future.  Meanwhile, please Diana, may we all bask in 
a little reflected glory for our Division?

MORE   WINTER LEARNING 2012

In addition to our other topics we are planning a whole day event to concentrate on colony increase and swarm-
ing. Many of you have a colony or two and need to move on. You may want to increase the number of colonies, or 
perhaps to make up for winter losses. 

We always advise having at least two colonies in case there is a problem with one and it can be helped out with 
larvae from another. A simple thing like a colony that you are not sure is queenless or queenright can usually be 
checked with a test comb from another colony. Swarming is not well understood even by quite "experienced" bee-
keepers and often colonies swarm as a result of lack of knowledge, or reading and listening to poor advice.

Many of the methods available are quite complicated or need specialist equipment, but this day will concentrate 
on the basics and using methods that are simple and only require standard equipment.

Both these subjects affect all beekeepers so will be suitable for beginners and experienced alike. John Glover is 
handling bookings. If you would like to attend please email him, glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com  we can then 
finalise arrangements.

In need of more beekeeping information?       Try Dave Cushman's website dave-cushman.net



BEGINNERS PACKAGES 2013

For several years now we have offered a Beginners Package that includes a new hive, bees, and tuition. These pack-
ages are offered to new members who have been through their initial training with us and are ready to have bees of 
their own.  It is not a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, rather a continuation of training, which results in you ending up with a 
hive of good quality bees at reasonable cost. 
 
We have had a lot of beginners through our training programme in 2012, and to be sure that they get considered 
ahead of anyone joining us next season I have started a list of names now of those who might wish to apply for a 
package in 2013. The Packages can only go to those who have not had bees before and allocation will depend on 
availability of bees and the suitability of applicants. It will not necessarily operate as first come first served.  There 
are several versions of the package with different contents; full details will be available early in 2013.

If you would like to be considered for a package please contact Tom, by email only, at stone.house@btinternet.com 
. Having your name on the list now does not put you under any obligation, but gives us a starting point when we 
come to the right time in spring. We can’t guarantee being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the supply of bees 
depends on overwintering and the requirements of the teaching apiary, but we will make every effort to get as many 
beginners as possible started with bees this way in 2013.

GROUP WINTER LEARNING

Following last years successful sessions we are repeating the winter learning days again this winter. For those who are new 
or didn’t attend last winter the format is a whole day event in small groups of no more than 15. They are very informal and 
are held in beekeepers houses. The intention is to give attendees an indication of the areas where they need to increase their 
knowledge as well as learning on the day. It is based on a PowerPoint presentation and attendees are asked a question in 
turn. If they are unable to answer it the next person is asked. There may then be a general discussion before moving on to 
the next topic. There is no embarrassment caused to those who can’t give a complete answer. The feedback has been good 
and many learn a great deal on the day.

There are 3 ability levels, based on the knowledge of attendees, these being:-

Group 1. For those who haven’t got bees yet or have only had them for a short time. 

Group 2. This has developed from a revision day for the BBKA Basic assessment. Many of the topics are taken from the 
Basic syllabus.

Group 3. For the more advanced beekeeper. There are many more topics than those used last year. If you came last year you 
may get different topics this year, so don’t think you won’t gain anything by attending.

There is some overlap in topics, but they will be dealt with in a depth to suit the group.

In general those who came to Groups 1 & 2 last year will be moved up a group, unless we think you would benefit from 
staying in the same group. This will be based on feedback from Demonstrators on your progress at the apiary.
John Glover will be handling bookings this year. If you are interested in attending please email him glover.fletchingshol-
low@gmail.com and register your interest. When we have names we will be able to set dates and locations. Please indicate if 
you are able to attend on a weekday, weekend day, or either. 

We are aware we are unable to teach much of the theory needed to keep our bees well at practical sessions at the apiary and 
these sessions are helpful.



ANNUAL BEGINNER’S DAY & 
IMPROVER’S DAY

Perhaps you attended this excellent introduction to beekeeping last year, and feel that a second sitting would be 
helpful, or may be you have a friend or colleague who has expressed an interest in beekeeping, and who would like 
to be there.

Either way, the 2013 day course will take place on 2nd March 2013 and bookings are now being taken. 

Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non - Beekeepers

At:- Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF.     

 Sat 2nd March 2013.  Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m.

The course will be suitable for those who would like to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will also be 
suitable for those who have kept bees for some time. It will largely follow the syllabus of the BBKA Basic Exam, but 
with variations. This course is based on nearly 50 years experience, not just repeating what is in books. 

Subjects covered will include:-

How to learn about bees     Obtaining bees and equipment
Different kinds of bees           Where to site hives 
How bees live naturally and how we can manage them Protective clothing
What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water  Colony Management
How bees store the crop     Handling bees carefully
What happens in a beehive and where   Swarming and dealing with it
The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers    Dealing with the crop
How to start       Making colony increase
Choosing the type of hive and why    Feeding 
Essential equipment      The colony in winter 

Course fee £40. Second and subsequent attendees booked together £35*. Under 16 with a paying adult £15*.
Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”. 
Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”. Additional copies available on the day at £5.
For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £30.

Enquiries:-  Roger Patterson.  roger-patterson@btconnect.com  01403 790 637 or 07976 306 492

Booking:-  Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU.   01798 343470, pet-
worthgordon@btopenworld.com preferably using the form on the website.

Cheques payable to:-   WSBKA  Wisborough Green Div.

Web Site Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk

Prepare yourself for the coming season – now
Pulborough Village Hall is off Lower Street. Turn down next to the Oddfellows Arms, right to the bottom and turn 
right into the car park. If this is full then use the main car park immediately before it. We understand the main car 
park will be free for hall users.


